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Greetings  
 

Personal interaction at door with child and parent, but especially with the 
child.  A gentle touch on the arm and smile for welcome to the room, their 

surrounds, and others children attending.  
 

Blank name tags with pen in a basket at entrance provided so each child has 
he/her own to place into the ñMr. Jimò story basket.  This begins the each 
session. 

 

 
 

Rationale: each child has a contribution to make at the beginning of the  
experience with dropping his/her name into the basket; this activity  
promotes group awareness and moves the child from individual to part of 

something other than self; it also allows for independence and separation 
from the adult care giver.  

 
 

My name is:   

A  B 
C D 

personal greeting of each child 

each child places names in the story basket 



Opening  
 
Seated : Where are your legs?  Where are your arms? Where are you hands? 
  (hesitation) Where are your legs? 

 
 The more we get together, together, together; (sway)  

 The more we get together the happier we are. (sway, clap hands)  
 For your friends are my friends, (point to others, then to yourself)  

 And my friends are your friends. (point to yourself, then others)  
 The more we get together the happier we are. (sway, clap hands)  
 

ñNO WORDSò (hands over mouth, open just enough to project words) 
 

Repeat questions above again, hum song, motions but no words. 
 
Clap when song is concluded. 

 
Rationale: Group activity asking for participation.  Youngsters are asked to 

follow directions as well as motions.  Parents are encouraged to sing along 
holding child in front and going through all motions together.  With ñno 
wordsò expectation is that parent will learn the melody and be able to repli-

cate actions at home.  For children this age, who typically have a very limited 
verbal vocabulary, this allows them to act the words of the song using  

motions and signs. 
 

 

ñwhere are your legs?ò 



Nametags  

 

 

 

 

Rationale: personal identity; identification of print that has meaning: 

first names; participation with others in a group effort and setting; 
doing "it" themselves without the immediate presence of an adult; 

responsibility for actions; movement from one location to another on 
their own with intent in a secure, known environment; moving to a 
trusted individual other than the parent  

My name is:   



Development of Self Concept  

 
   

     
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 

 
 

Rationale: individuals form self-concept and worthiness at an early age; 
informing young children that it is importance to like themselves develops 
early-on a positive self image; sharing this experience orally and with 

other children increases their self-awareness and encourages them to like 
self as they are. 

 
I Like Me by Nancy Carlson.  

 
By admiring her finer points and showing that she can take care of herself 
and have fun even when there's no one else around, a charming pig 

proves the best friend you can have is yourself. (easy)  

I

like

me



Alphabet 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rationale: children need to hear and experience language at an early age; 
typically they do with their interactions, conversations, and listing times 

with adults; to hear it in a ñsemi-formalò environment from one person 
who challenges them to both listen and participate, gains their attention 

and reinforces letter identification, sounds of, sequence, sign for each  
letter as well as a recognizable, concrete object; tapping on the magnetic 
board alerts their hearing and shows them when they are asked to bring a 

letter to the front, position on the board; requesting that parents take 
home or download a copy of the alphabet with pictures as well as a  

complete copy of ñApple and an Antò provides reinforcement at home or in 
a day care setting 

ά!έ  ŀǇǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƴ

apple 
and

an ant
book shared each week; should 
be printed from wiki so that child 
has a copy at home or day care

ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ά!ǇǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ !ƴǘέ

A
apple

letter and object signed

handout for parent to post at home



Colors & Concepts 

 
 

Rationale: colors surround the young child, yet most do not know during 
their early years that each color has a unique name; matching color 

scarves to the color a child is wearing during a session is a connection 
point for the presenter and the child, and is a rewarding recognition that 
they are present with one of the unique colors; supplying a handout for 

parents to take home and display reinforces the activity  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Rationale: directionals can be accomplished by demonstrating with songs 

and activities, such as ñHumpty Dumpty Upò and ñinò and ñoutò of a box; 
posting of the words for the child to see shows that a word does exist that 
matches the activity 

ŎƻƭƻǊǎΥάōƭǳŜΣ ōƭǳŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōƭǳŜΚέ

green
Hold the right óGô hand to 
the right while shaking it 
from the wrist.

red to red


